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Superintendent's Message 


This Annual Report is being distributed throughout the North Scott community in an attempt to provide our citizens 
with a better understanding of our schools. The North Scott Board of Education and staff are concerned that citizens actively 
participate in our schools, and this report is one important part of developing community understanding and involvement, 


Highlights and general information about the 1985-86 school year are included in this report. A brief overview of the 
District's curriculum is followed by a listing of measures taken during the year to improve the learning climate for out 
students. 


The Board of Education encourages citizens to participate in our schools. Board meetings are regularly scheduled on the 
second and fourth Monday of each month. Active participation at parent/teacher meetings, open houses, and through 
membership on advisory committees is vitally important. Your help and support will ensure that our schools will continue 
to improve. 


NORTH SCOTT COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT STATISTICS 1985-86 
Number of Schools: Employces: Students: Total Budget: 
5 Elementary Schools 105 Teachers 1643 Elementary Students $11.57 Million Budget 


135 Non-certified Staff 476 Jr. High Students $13.42 Tax Rate per $1,000 
of Assessed Valuation 


} Junior High School 


} Senior High School 13 Administrators 1060 Sr. High Students 
GENERAL OVERVIEW - A K-12 COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM 


Reading is fundamental to learning in all of our schools. It is taught at the elementary levels with en emphasis on skill 
development that will develop students to be independent lifelong readers. Reading literary works for comprehension and 
vocabulary development are stressed at the junior high grades. Short stories, essays, biographies, autobiographies, poetry, 
mythology, drama and novels along with a new pilot program focusing on reading, study skills and vocabulary 
development are studied at the high school levels, 

Language Arts (English, Spelling, Penmanship, Composition) These language arts are focused on gelling 
students to use writing as a too] for learning and self expression. Writing is stressed at all levels with a new holistic 
writing evaluation being instituted during the 1986-87 school year. The fall and spring writing samples taken during this 
process will involve parent feedback regarding their student's writing. 

Mathematics at the elementary level emphasizes mastery of basic skills, These seventh and eighth grade students have 
several options for developing mathematic skills including pre-algebra and algebra. At the high school, a wide range of 
courses are offered which emphasis continuous progress in math skill development culminating with calculus. 

Computer Literacy is the newest of our curricular strands beginning in kindergarten and includes courses at the high 
school in word processing and computer programming. Keyboarding skills begin to be emphasized at grades 4 through 8. 
The overall objective of this program is to give students an understanding of computers so that the computer will be used as 
a tool for learning in school and possibly in jobs following graduation. 

Science in the elementary school is taught with a hands-on approach emphasizing the 
knowledge that are important to becoming scientifically literate. Seventh grade students take a required Life Science course 
with eighth grade students taking a required Earth Science required course. Students at the high school are required to take 
either two years of science or mathematics. A new Life Science course has been developed for students in grades 10 through 
12, 

Social Studies in the elementary schools stresses the application of reading skills, critical thinking skills and research 
skills, Content covers both local, state and United States history and geography. Seventh grade students are required to take 
4 semester of law related education and world geography. Eighth grade students again study American History through 
approximately 1870 with the high school students continuing that study through contemporary times. The high school 
student is required to take 2 1/2 years of social studies including American History, World History, American Government, 


development of skills and 


and one elective course. 
Health Education is taught as a separate subject in a comprehensive curriculum beginning at kindergarten and going 


through a required course for 9th grade students. The following topics are covered during the one-semester course at the high 
school: nutrition, physical fitness, wellness appearance, stress management, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, disease, safety, first 
aide and a short CPR course as well as major health problems today using health services. 

Physical Education is taught at all grades and teaches physical fitness, game skills, sportsmanship and recreation for 
life, The elementary field days and the junior high "Good Life Program," which included a 30-mile bike ride, are highlights 
of the physical education program. Our junior high program has received the highest national honor awarded for its 
physical fitness program. : 

Art is taught by special teachers beginning in grade one and going through the high school. Students Iearn techniques 


through active participation and develop an awareness and appreciation of the visual arts in their daily lives. 
Vocal Music is taught by music teachers at all three levels and affords students an opportunity to sing, plan, read and 


appreciate music. All levels of our music program provide opportunities for public performance as well as participation In 
contests. 


Instrumental Music builds on the elementary music program and begins with formal band instruction at the seventh 
prade, Students perform at contests and concerts. Students have opportunities in award-winning bands of concert, 
symphonic and jazz bands. A music theory course is offered at the high school. f : a 
Home Economics and Industrial Arts are offered at both the junior and senior high school. Home Economic 
programs provide a full range of activities from child care to interior decorating. The recently revised Industrial Arts 
program is aimed at making students technologically literate beginning in seventh grade, Students expand their learning 
skilla in technology involved in the fields of communication, manufacturing, transportation and energy. ; 
Vocational Education provides students with first hand experiences in office occupations and vocational agriculture. 
Students in business education apply job skills on site, Experiences in agri-business careers are provided sata) in 
The newest course in this area is entitled, "Landscape, Nursery, and Garden Center Technology. 


vocational agriculture : ; ect 
Business Education courses are offered at the eighth grade course in keyboarding and word processing, Students a 
high school can learn general business, bookkeeping, typing, word processing and accounting principles. 


Driver Education is offered to all students with their participation in the classroom and on the road experiences that can 


qualify them for an operator's license. 
Foreipn Language electives are offered to students for four years in the areas of Spanish and French. 


Talented and Gifted programs are provided for students in grades 3 through 8. Our expanded TAG program is conducted 


by 2.5 teachers 5 : : 
Supportive Services are available to the student body in the areas of: health services, counseling, remedial programs 
including Chapter 1, and special education. School psychological and school social work services are available to students 
through the Mississippi Bend AEA staff. A Child Care program for pre-school youngsters is conducted at the Alan Shepard 
Elementary School. : ; 

A type lunch is available to the entire student body. 


Lunch and Transportation programs are provided. A Class s 
both school and after school activities are provided as required by state and federal regulations. 


Transportation for 
IMPROVING THE LEARNING CLIMATE 


An $82,000 Educational Improvement Project was initiated for the 1985-86 school year. The staff development programs 
for excellence: using writing as a tool for learning, using computers as a tool for learning and 


aimed at three strands 


into practice the theories of learning as outlined by Madeline Hunter. 


-All elementary teachers were involved in grade level meetings and computer inservice training. 


enty-two of our frequently used teaching substitutes were involved in a Madeline Hunter one-half day training session. 


-Twenty-nine teachers in grades Kdg. -- third and special education were involved in a one week math inservice session 
aimed at using math manipulatives to teach students. 

Industrial Arts staff has made major changes in their curricular offerings to ninth and tenth grade students in the areas of 
communication and manufacturing technology. 

-The high school science department has developed a second year life science course to meet the new graduation 
requirement. 


-A four-member team from North Scott spent three days in the University of Iowa's "Scholars-In-Residence" program to 


further develop the pre-school curriculum. 


-A Chapter 1 Reading program was implemented at the high school. 


_A Writing Assessment Committee developed a holistic writing assessment tool for district-wide implementation 1986-87. 


[ach summer several major curriculum projects are conducted with 12 follow-up curriculum presentations made during the 
school year to the Board of Education. 

The District has applied for a second year of funding under an Educational Improvement project aimed at using the computer 
technology to assist in curriculum design and criterion referenced testing for atudents. 


‘The Evaluation Study Committee developed a model for teacher evaluation that will be implemented during the 1966-87 


school year. 


-Parent/eacher conferences were conducted Kindergarten through twelfth grade at the end of the first and third quarters of 


student work. 


-The Junior High School 8th grade keyboarding class provides a computer for cach student. Computer education will also 


be offered to 7th graders next year, 


-North Scott joined Bettendorf and Pleasant Valley School Districts in providing an alternative high school for drop-outs. 


DISTRICT RECOGNITION 


‘The Association of School Business Officials recognized North Scott for its excellence in financial reporting. 
-Edward White Elementary was one of only 150 schools nationwide to be recognized as a Center of Excellence in English 
Language Arts in the National Council of Teachers of English. 


-The Junior High "Good Life” Program for prevention of substance abuse gained both State and National recognition. 


-For the fifth consecutive year, the Junior High was awarded thé State Championship placque by the President's Council on 
Physical Fitness. 


-North Scott students scored in the top 15% of all students nationally on standardized test scores. 


‘The Iowa Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development recognized North Scott for its curriculum development 


process. 


-The North Scott Board of Directors presented a program at the National School Boards Association in Las Vegas. 


-The Jowa Educational Media Association recognized the Edward White Literature Program, PLANETS (Promoting Literature 


and Nurturing Expanded Thinking of Students). 


.....and many others! North Scott provides opportunities to excel. 


